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I am seeking answers and greater transparency about your decisions in preparing and revising the
new National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program. I am strongly opposed to
your initial decision to propose leasing in virtually all eligible federal waters in the Draft
Proposed Plan. I am further troubled by your sudden decision to exclude Florida’s coasts from
future oil and gas leasing after meeting with Florida Governor Rick Scott. Your decision to give
a last-minute exemption to Florida while ignoring over 10 other states who followed the proper
legal procedures is a waste of taxpayer dollars and may violate the requirements of the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA). It also suggests you are more concerned with politics
than proper process when it comes to making key decisions that affect our coastal communities.

Last July, following the procedures outlined by the OCSLA, the Department began drafting a
new leasing program by publishing a Request for Information. In my view, the Draft Proposed
Program released last week gives improper weight to developing energy at the expense of the
multiple other factors you are required to consider under OCSLA, including the law’s broad
directive to consider “economic, social, and environmental values of the renewable and
nonrenewable resources contained in the outer Continental Shelf, and the potential impact of oil
and gas exploration on the resource values of the outer Continental Shelf and the marine, coastal,
and human environments™ (43 U.S.C. 1344(a)(1)).

The draft proposal has the further flaw of ignoring the wishes of states opposed to drilling. In
response to the Request for Information in July, the Department received 30 comment letters
from governors or a state agency on behalf of the governor. These letters highlight the “laws,
goals, and polices of affected States,” which is a key specific factor you must consider when
determining “the size, timing, and location” of potential oil and gas lease sales (43 U.S.C.
1344(a)(2)(F)).

As noted in the Draft Proposed Program, the state of Florida did not provide a submission
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